
Summary of Single-Use Item Reduction Regulations and Policies in 
Canada  

Purpose 
This document summarizes regulations and policies put in place by governments across Canada and the 
world to reduce single-use items. It is not intended to be a comprehensive list but provides a snapshot 
of various initiatives are being taken in other jurisdictions. 

The scan focuses on Metro Vancouver’s priority single-use items: bags, cups, takeout containers, straws 
and utensils, and jurisdictions with strategies to reduce single-use items. 

Updates and Suggestions 
This document was last updated July 2020 based on research completed between from April to June 
2020. Therefore, it may not reflect all changes made in the past 3 months. All changes made since the 
previous version released July 2019 are highlighted with red text. 

We welcome any updates or information about other programs. Please email suggested updates to 
karen.storry@metrovancouver.org. 
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Government Single-Use Item Reduction Regulations and Policies 
Canada 

This summary is organized by province and in alphabetical order. 

Table 1 - Summary of Single-Use Item Reduction Regulations and Policies in Canada 
Canada 
British Columbia 

Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
Courtenay - Ban 

(enforcement 
pending) 

- Ban 
(enforcement 

pending) 

- - 

Cumberland - Ban - Ban - - 
Qualicum 
Beach 

- Ban - Ban - - 

Salmon Arm - - - Ban - - 
Squamish - Ban - Ban - - 
Tofino - Ban 

(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

- Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

Foam Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

Foam Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 
Ucluelet - Ban 

(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

- Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

- - 

Victoria - - -  Ban (Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

- - 

Metro Vancouver Regional District 
Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 

North 
Vancouver, 
District 

Options 
presented to 

Council 

- - - - - 

Richmond - Ban (Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

- Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

Foam Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 

Foam Ban 
(Pending 
MoECCS 

Approval) 
City of Port 
Moody 

Consultation 
results 

submitted to 
Council 

- - - - - 

Surrey Request to 
Council 

- - - - - 
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Table 1 - Summary of Single-Use Item Reduction Regulations and Policies in Canada Continued 
Metro Vancouver Regional District Continued 

Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
Vancouver Yes Ban (Pending 

April 2020) 
By-request 
(Pending 

April 2020) 

Ban 
(Pending 

2021) 

Foam Cups 
Banned and 

Fee for 
Disposable 

Cups 
(Pending 

2021) 

Foam Ban 

West 
Vancouver 

See details below. 

Alberta 
Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 

Calgary Draft Strategy 
and 

Engagement 
created  

- - - - - 

Jasper - - - Ban - - 
RM Wood 
Buffalo 

- - - Ban - - 

Saskatchewan 
Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 

Regina Report with 
Options 

submitted to 
Committee 

- - - - - 

Ontario 
Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 

Toronto Consultation 
Phase in 
progress 

- - - - - 

Quebec 
Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 

Montreal - - - Ban - - 
New Brunswick 

Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
Moncton - - - Ban - - 
Dieppe - - - Ban - - 
Riverview - - - Ban - - 
Prince Edward Island 

Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
PEI - - - Ban - - 
Nova Scotia 

Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
Nova Scotia - - - Ban - - 
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Table 1 - Summary of Single-Use Item Reduction Regulations and Policies in Canada Continued 
Yukon 

Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
Dawson City - Plastic Ban Plastic Ban Plastic Ban Plastic and 

Foam Ban 
Plastic and 
Foam Ban 

Canada 
The Canadian Council of Ministers of Environment have approved, in-principle, a Canada-wide strategy 
on zero plastic waste (link). Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced the Government of Canada will 
ban harmful single-use plastics such as bags, straws, cutlery, plates and stir sticks, as early as 2021, and 
the Government of Canada will work with the provinces and territories to make companies that 
manufacture plastic products, or sell items with plastic packaging, responsible for this plastic waste. In 
January 2020, Environment and Climate Change Canada released a Draft Science Assessment of Plastic 
Pollution, stating: 

“Science confirms that plastic pollution is everywhere and is negatively impacting our environment. This 
assessment will inform our decisions as our government follows through on our commitment to ban 
harmful single-use plastics as soon as 2021 because Canadians expect us to.” 

– The Honorable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change (source)

British Columbia 
Several municipalities throughout BC have adopted or are considering adopting regulations to reduce 
single-use items. The most common approach is a plastic bag and/or straw ban. A few municipalities are 
also implementing foam take-out container bans. Several local governments, including Metro 
Vancouver, have written letters to the Province supporting a provincial strategy to reduce single-use 
items. On July 25, 2019, the Province released their Plastics Action Plan Policy Consultation Paper.  

On June 29, 2020, the BC Government adopted ammendments to the Recycling Regulation (B.C. Reg 
449/2004) that will change how EPR programs in BC manage single-use items. Notable ammendments 
are highlighted below. 

• Effective June 29, 2020, the minimum deposit for beverage containers is set at $0.10 and 
refunds can be paid by cash or a method other than cash (e.g., e-Transfer).

• Effective February 1, 2022, milk and milk substitute beverage containers will transition from the 
packaging and paper product category to the beverage container deposit-return program. 

• Effective January 1, 2023, packaging-like products and single-use products will be regulated 
items in the packaging and paper product category.
o Pacakging –like products include items sold as products, which consumers may use 

associated with packaging such as: non-durable paper or plastic food containers, foil and 
wraps, bags, and boxes.

o Single-use products includes items such as: straws, beverage stirrers, utensils, plates, 
bowls, cups, and party supplies. 

Updated July 2020 4 of 21

https://www.ccme.ca/en/current_priorities/waste/waste/strategy-on-zero-plastic-waste.html
https://www.ccme.ca/files/Resources/waste/plastics/STRATEGY%20ON%20ZERO%20PLASTIC%20WASTE.pdf
https://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2019/06/10/canada-ban-harmful-single-use-plastics-and-hold-companies-responsible-plastic-waste
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/pded/plastic-pollution/Science%20Assessment%20Plastic%20Pollution.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/pded/plastic-pollution/Science%20Assessment%20Plastic%20Pollution.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/01/draft-science-assessment-of-plastic-pollution-confirms-negative-impact-of-plastic-pollution-on-the-environment-in-canada.html
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/consultation/cleanbc-plastics-action-plan/


Courtenay 
On June 17, 2019, Courtenay City Council proceeded with final adoption of “City of Courtenay Single Use 
Plastic Regulations Bylaw No. 2970, 2019”. It began July 1, 2019, with enforcement starting on March 
31, 2020, in order to give businesses time to use up existing stock. Council requested that staff prepare a 
report on additional items to be added to the bylaw one year after the bylaw takes force. On December 
2019 the Council directed staff not to enforce the bylaw until the the provincial and federal government 
announce their regulatory approach. The council report cites: 

• the court’s decision that the City of Victoria’s Checkout Bag Regulation Bylaw required approval
from the MoECCS to regulate businesses on environmental matters;

• the announcment from the Government of Canada to ban harmful single-use palstics as early as
2021; and

• the release of the Province of Britich Columbia’s Plastic Action Plan – Policy Consultation Paper

as the key reasons for delaying enforcement of the City of Courtenay Single Use Plastic Regulations 
Bylaw. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Plastics Regulations 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• April 15, 2019 Staff report titled City of Courtenay Single Use Plastic Regulation
Bylaw No. 2970, 2019

• June 10, 2019 Staff report titled City of Courtenay Single Use Plastics Regulation
Bylaw No. 2970, 2019

• June 17, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes – Final Adoption Carried (page 6)
• December 16, 2019 Staff report titled Single Use Plastic Regulation Bylaw -

Enforcement Provisions
Bylaw: Bylaw No. 2970 
Other Resources: Resident Survey Results 

Business Survey Results 

Cumberland 
On March 25, 2019, Cumberland City Council adopted “Single-Use Item Regulation Bylaw No. 1098, 
2019”, which includes the following:  

• Biodegradable and compostable plastic are included in the definition of a plastic checkout bag
and plastic drinking straw.

• Reusable bag is defined as being able to be used for 100 uses and made of cloth or other
washable fabric.

The Bylaw came to force on July 1, 2019 and enforcement began January 2020. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Reducing Reliance on Single-Use Plastics in Cumberland 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• November 6, 2018 Staff report titled Single Use Plastic Ban Report (page 43)
• November 13, 2018 – Staff report titled Single Use Item Regulation
• March 14, 2019 – Staff report titled Single Use Item Regulation
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https://www.courtenay.ca/EN/main/community/environment/single-use-plastics-regulations.html
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Solid%7EWaste/SR%20DDS%202019-04-15%20Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20No%202970.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Solid%7EWaste/SR%20DDS%202019-04-15%20Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20No%202970.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Solid%7EWaste/SR%20DDS%202019-06-10%20Single%20Use%20Plastics%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20No%202970%20Final%20Adoption.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Solid%7EWaste/SR%20DDS%202019-06-10%20Single%20Use%20Plastics%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20No%202970%20Final%20Adoption.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/City%7EHall/Council/Minutes/2019/2019-06-17%20Council%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Departments/Development%7EServices/SUP%20Enforcment%20provisions%20Council%20report.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Departments/Development%7EServices/SUP%20Enforcment%20provisions%20Council%20report.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/City%7EHall/Bylaws/General%7ERegulatory/Courtenay-Single-Use-Plastics-Regulation-Bylaw-No.2970-2019.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Departments/Development%7EServices/Residents-Data_All_190521.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Departments/Development%7EServices/Business_Data_All_190521.pdf
https://cumberland.ca/plastics/
https://cumberland.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/30.18.R-November-13-2018-Agenda-Package_optimized-1.pdf
https://cumberland.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/November-13-2019-Single-Use-Item-Regulation-rpt.pdf
https://cumberland.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/November-13-2019-Single-Use-Item-Regulation-rpt.pdf
https://cumberland.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/March-25-2019-Single-Use-Item-Regulation-Bylaw-rpt.pdf
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• March 25, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes – Final Adoption Carried (page 5)
Bylaw: Bylaw No. 1098 
Other Resources: FAQ 

Retailer Toolkit 
Resident Survey Results 
Business Survey Results 

North Vancouver, District of 
On May 6, 2019, District of North Vancouver Council passed a motion for staff to update Council on the 
actions of regional, provincial and federal governments to reduce and regulate single-use items. Council 
also passed a motion for staff to report back within 90 days with estimates of the cost and timeline to 
create and enact policies to reduce single-use items. 

At the July 9, 2019 Council workshop, staff reported back on options and considerations for taking 
actions to reduce single-use items. 

Resources 
Landing Page: None 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• May 6, 2019 minutes with motion to update Council on the actions regional,
provincial and federal levels to reduce and regulate single-use items

• July 9, 2019 staff report for Council workshop titled Taking Action to Reduce
Single-Use Items

o Presentation
Bylaws: None 

Qualicum Beach, Town of 
The Town of Qualicum Beach banned plastic bags and straws, including those labelled biodegradable 
starting July 1, 2019. Reusable bags (rated for 100+ uses) and compostable bags labelled with BPI or 
BNQ compostable are acceptable alternatives. An enforcement plan will be considered in the future. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Plastic Bag Ban 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• March 19, 2018 Staff report titled Proposed Plastic Bag Ban Consultation
Results (page 48)

• March 19, 2018 Staff report titled Uptown Summer Market and Reusable
Summer Bags Proposals (page 75)

• February 25, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes with final adoption carried
Bylaws: Bylaw No. 723 
Other Resources: Public Brochure 

FAQ on landing page 

Richmond 
On June 10, 2019, Richmond City Council directed staff to start working on a bylaw or bylaws to ban 
plastic straws and plastic bags. 

On July 15, 2019, staff presented a single-use plastic and other items bylaw to the General Purposes 
Committee. The bylaw targets the reduction of single-use items by banning: 
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https://cumberland.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/7.19.R-March-25-2019-minutes.pdf
https://cumberland.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Bylaw-1098-Single-Use-Item-Reg.pdf
https://cumberland.ca/plastics-single-use-item-regulation-faqs/
https://cumberland.ca/plastics/
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Departments/Development%7EServices/Residents-Data_All_190521.pdf
https://www.courtenay.ca/assets/Departments/Development%7EServices/Business_Data_All_190521.pdf
https://app.dnv.org/OpenDocument/Default.aspx?docNum=3972772
https://app.dnv.org/OpenDocument/Default.aspx?docNum=3972772
http://app.dnv.org/OpenDocument/Default.aspx?docNum=4006690
http://app.dnv.org/OpenDocument/Default.aspx?docNum=4006690
http://orbit.gvrd.bc.ca/orbitdav/nodes/29684777/Staff%20Presentation%20(Single%20Use%20Items)%20(1).pdf
https://www.qualicumbeach.com/plastic-bags
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/13?preview=7355
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/13?preview=7355
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/13?preview=7355
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/13?preview=7355
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/?preview=7684
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/document/7678
https://qualicumbeach.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/22?notices=True&preview=7771


• food service ware that contains polystyrene foam;
• plastic straws except for persons with disability and/or other accessibility needs who request a

plastic straw, including those labelled compostable or biodegradable; and
• plastic bags including those labelled compostable or biodegradable.

On July 22, 2019, Council approved the implementation plan for single-use items with the direction to: 

• seek approval of the bylaws from the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy as
soon as possible;

• analyze the minimum charge for paper bags and the definition of reusable bags and report
back; and

• provide options to immediately commence educational outreach programs for the public and
business.

The City of Richmond developed an engagement campaign with the tag-line “Let’s be Leaders”. The 
campaign includes information for businesses about the potential bylaws sent to the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change Strategy for approval. The city is running a door-to-door campaign to 
directly reach business that may be impacted. Public engagement concluded on November 10, 2019.  

The bylaw was sent to the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change for approval. 

Resources 
Landing Page: About Single-Use Items Bylaw 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• May 14, 2019 General Purpose Committee staff report dated April 2, 2019 titled
Single-Use Plastic Items – Proposed Consultation (page GP-69) 

• July 15, 2019 General Purpose Committee meeting staff report dated July 5,
2019 titled Single-Use Plastic and Other Items Bylaw and Implementation Plans

• July 22, 2019 Council Minutes
• September 9, 2019 Council Meeting Agenda staff report dated August 8, 2019

title CleanBC Plastics Action Plan - Policy Consultation Paper (page 48)_
Bylaws: Bylaw No. 10000 
Other Resources: Business Implementation Resources 

Implementation Support 
FAQs 

Port Moody 
On June 26, 2018, Council asked staff to: 

• Participate in the Metro Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Consultation;
• Report back after the Metro Vancouver Consultation with recommendations on next steps; and
• Seek feedback from Port Moody business license holders on their concerns about eliminating

single use items.

In April 2019, Port Moody completed consultation survey of businesses. Based on feedback from 38 
respondents, staff reported:  

• “Many respondents indicated they are moving toward reducing single-use items”
• “Concerns about eliminating single-use items included a lack of alternative products, increasing

costs for businesses, and loss of convenience for customers.”
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https://www.richmond.ca/services/recycling/singleuseplastic/aboutsingleuse.htm
https://www.richmond.ca/agendafiles/Open_GP_4-15-2019.pdf
https://www.richmond.ca/agendafiles/Open_GP_4-15-2019.pdf
https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/8_Single_Use_Plastics_CNCL_07221954210.pdf
https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/8_Single_Use_Plastics_CNCL_07221954210.pdf
https://www.richmond.ca/cityhall/council/agendas/council/2019/072219_minutes.htm
https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/Proposed_Single-Use_Bylaw_1000054205.pdf
https://www.richmond.ca/services/recycling/singleuseplastic/resourcesforbusinesses.htm
https://www.richmond.ca/services/recycling/singleuseplastic/SingleUseImplementation.htm
https://www.richmond.ca/services/recycling/singleuseplastic/singleuseFAQ.htm


On January 21, 2020, Council asked staff to connect with the District of Tofino to gather information 
regarding the plastic bag ban in that community. Port Moody city staff summarized the results of the 
discussions with Tofino in a Memorandum dated February 10, 2020. Tofino has since updated their 
bylaw in March 2020 (see Tofino).  

Resources 
Landing Page: None 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

June 26, 2018 Motion from Council to begin consultation process for eliminating 
single-use items 
September 23, 2019 staff report titled Stakeholder Consultation Summary on Single-
Use Items (Page 58) 
February 10, 2020 Memorandum to Council titled Delegation Response – SUPER 
(Single Use Plastics Elimination Reinforcer) Team (Page 55) 

Bylaws: None 
Other Resources: Business Consultation Summary 

Salmon Arm 
On June 10, 2019 City Council approved a bylaw to reduce checkout bags, which included: 

• a ban on plastic bags including those labelled biodegradable or compostable;
• fees on paper bags of $0.15 as of July 1, 2019 and $0.25 after January 1, 2020; and
• fees on reusable bags of $1.00 as of July 1, 2019 and $2.00 after January 1, 2020.

A 6-month transition period for businesses to source appropriate bags and use existing plastic bag stock. 
The city began enforcement January 1, 2020. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Reducing Single-Use Plastic Bags 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• December 10, 2018 Minutes with request for staff to bring forward draft bylaws
to ban plastic bags 

• February 25, 2019 staff report dated February 7, 2019 titled Checkout Shopping
Bag Regulation Bylaw No 4297

• April 2019 staff report titled Checkout Shopping Bag Regulation Bylaw No. 4297
Update

• April 23, 2019 – Video of Public Meeting
• September 17, 2019 – Council Report titled MOECCS Plastics Action Plan

Submission
Bylaws: Bylaw No. 4297 
Other Resources: FAQs for Residents 

FAQs for Businesses 

Squamish 
On July 2, 2019, Council approved recommendations from the Committee of the Whole, which included: 

• consulting with stakeholders on draft bylaw to ban single-use plastic bags and straws starting
January 1, 2020;

• bringing a report to Council in 2020 on regulating other single-use plastic items; and
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https://calendar.portmoody.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-06-26-1200-Regular-Council-Meeting/795e9f21-aff0-4283-a36b-aa6300f06378
https://calendar.portmoody.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-06-26-1200-Regular-Council-Meeting/795e9f21-aff0-4283-a36b-aa6300f06378
https://calendar.portmoody.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-28-1900-Special-Council-Meeting/089d195d-32dd-4dbf-9c4d-aba6011a8310
https://calendar.portmoody.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-28-1900-Special-Council-Meeting/089d195d-32dd-4dbf-9c4d-aba6011a8310
https://calendar.portmoody.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-28-1900-Special-Council-Meeting/089d195d-32dd-4dbf-9c4d-aba6011a8310
https://calendar.portmoody.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-28-1900-Special-Council-Meeting/089d195d-32dd-4dbf-9c4d-aba6011a8310
https://www.portmoody.ca/en/city-hall/resources/Documents/Public-Consultation-Summary---Single-Use-Items.pdf
http://www.salmonarm.ca/384/Reducing-Single-Use-Plastic-Bags
http://www.salmonarm.ca/384/Reducing-Single-Use-Plastic-Bags
http://www.salmonarm.ca/384/Reducing-Single-Use-Plastic-Bags
https://www.salmonarm.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2222/Staff-Report-and-Draft-Bylaw?bidId=
https://www.salmonarm.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2222/Staff-Report-and-Draft-Bylaw?bidId=
http://www.salmonarm.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2255/Staff-Report?bidId=
http://www.salmonarm.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2255/Staff-Report?bidId=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGDzcagRXhQ&feature=youtu.be
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/F3C3D0B0ECE449058DF7B754D41DE9FF-RTC%20MOECCS%20Plastics%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/F3C3D0B0ECE449058DF7B754D41DE9FF-RTC%20MOECCS%20Plastics%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://www.salmonarm.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2521/4297---Checkout-Bag-Regulation?bidId=
http://orbit.gvrd.bc.ca/orbit/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/7583847/7766241/3356520/241982/241984/Concrete_-_Stair_Landing_Pad_on_Grade_%28004456832%29.pdf?nodeid=3262298&vernum=-2
http://www.salmonarm.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2225/Business-FAQs?bidId=


• writing to the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, UBCM and Squamish-
Lillooet Regional District to request support for:

o developing a province wide strategy to reduce single-use items and disposable plastic
packaging;

o developing a provincial single-use item reduction strategy;
o developing provincial standards for compostable single-use items; and
o collecting compostable single-use items through an extended producer responsibility

program.

On September 17, 2019 staff provided Council outlining possible bylaw components for a 

• Plastic bag ban; and
• Plastic straw ban.

On December 17, 2019, the District of Squamish adopted their Single-Use Items Reduction Bylaw. The 
bylaw 

• restricts the distribution of single-use plastic checkout bags and straws including those labelled
biodegradable or compostable;

• requires businesses to ask if the customer needs a checkout bag;
• requires business to charge a fee on Plastic Bags of $0.10 per bag increasing to $0.25 ninety days

after the adoption of the bylaw;
• requires business to charge a fee on Paper Bags of $0.20 per bag increasing to $0.75 90 ninety

after adoption of the bylaw; and
• requires business to charge a fee on Reusable Bags of $1.20 per bag increasing to $2.75 ninety

after adoption of the bylaw.

Resources 
Landing Page: Reducing Single-Use Items 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• June 25, 2019 staff report titled Update: Single-Use Items Regulation
• September 17, 2019 report to Council titled Single-Use Item Reduction

Bylaw(Proposed Contents)
• September 17, 2019 staff presentation to Council titled Single-Use Item

Regulation (Proposed Bylaw Contents)
Bylaws: Single Use Item Reduction Bylaw No. 2703 

Municipal Ticket Information Bylaw No. 2704 
Notice Enforcement Bylaw Amendment 

Other Resources: FAQs 

Surrey 
On May 27, 2019, City Council endorsed the proposed actions as outlined in the Council report to 
commence the development of a Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy for Surrey. Early actions identified 
in the report include 

• initiating preliminary consultation with residents and businesses;
• completing a single-use item waste composition study; and
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https://squamish.ca/our-services/garbage-and-waste-diversion/reduce-single-use/
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/77FDF6C30BA0496CAD9D1D616A81D5B6-RTC%20Single%20Use%20Item%20Reduction%20Regulation.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/5EBB1F9E67EE42DBAA1B488F363D618C-RTCOW%20Single%20Use%20Plastics.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/5EBB1F9E67EE42DBAA1B488F363D618C-RTCOW%20Single%20Use%20Plastics.pdf
https://squamish.ca/assets/d8d5cd770a/Single-Use-Items-Reduction-Proposed-Bylaw-Contents-Sep-v2.-17.pdf
https://squamish.ca/assets/d8d5cd770a/Single-Use-Items-Reduction-Proposed-Bylaw-Contents-Sep-v2.-17.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/58F81E84D9D54015B66C7EED2A77FA03-Single%20Use%20Items%20Reduction%20Bylaw.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/8C462DF1D01E4163846500F38FEC8FFE-Municipal%20Ticketing%20Information%20Amendment%20Bylaw.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/FileStorage/8C462DF1D01E4163846500F38FEC8FFE-Municipal%20Ticketing%20Information%20Amendment%20Bylaw.pdf
https://squamish.ca/our-services/garbage-and-waste-diversion/reduce-single-use/single-use-items-bylaw-faq
https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2019-R102.pdf
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• conducting an extensive review of regulatory and legislative authority. 

On February 24, 2020, staff reported back to City Council after completing the Public Consultation, 
Waste Composition Study and collaboration with Metro Vancouver on the SUI toolkit. Surrey requested 
approval from council to 

• prepare a Plastic Bag and Single-Use Item Bylaw; and 
• develop a communications and education campaign on the proposed bylaw. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• May 27, 2019 staff report dated May 23, 1029 titled Update on Single-Use 
Plastics and Other Items 

• February 24, 2020 staff report dated February 20, 2020 titled Plastic Bags and 
Single-Use Items Update 

Bylaws: None 
 
Tofino 
Tofino, in coordination with Ucluelet, passed a bylaw that banned plastic straws and bags as of June 8, 
2019. The bylaw 

• includes a ban on plastic bags and straws including those labelled “biodegradable” or 
“compostable”; 

• includes fees for paper and reusable bags; and 
• permits plastic bags to be distributed that have already been used by a customer and that have 

been returned to the business for the purpose of being reused by other customers. 

On March 10, 2020, District of Tofino resolved that: 

“District of Tofino Single-Use Item Regulation Bylaw No. 1277, 2020 be revised to include a 
prohibition on polystrene foam contanders and an exemption for the provision of Plastic 
Drinking Straws to person with disabilities upon request.” 

During the March 10, 2020 council meeting, the ammended bylaw was read a first, second and third 
time. The ammended bylaw was sent to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy for 
approval. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Item Regulations  
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

February 25, 2019 staff report titled District of Tofino Single-Use Plastic Bylaw 
o Attachment 1 - District of Tofino Single-use Item Regulation Bylaw No 

1263, 2019 
o Attachment 2 - Single-Use Item Communications Plan 

• April 30, 2019 staff report titled Single-Use Plastics Regulations 
o Attachment 1 Draft Bylaw 
o Attachment 2 Feedback 
o Attachment 3 Municipal Ticketing Bylaw 
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https://www.surrey.ca/city-services/30226.aspx
https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2019-R102.pdf
https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2019-R102.pdf
https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2020-R030.pdf
https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2020-R030.pdf
http://www.tofino.ca/plastics
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/948A992153B5448595F4B821F34AA69D-2019-02-26%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Bylaw.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/DEC9BECB0AA54113AD29F4DA8A5546CC-2019-02-26%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Bylaw%20-%20Append.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/DEC9BECB0AA54113AD29F4DA8A5546CC-2019-02-26%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Bylaw%20-%20Append.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/1CB67D4A2B094A4C8950FDD3BC2D2013-2019-02-26%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Bylaw%20-%20Append.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/0A07FA701FAD4E478572916A8336ABC2-2019-04-30%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Item%20Amendments%20and%20Fi.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/0A07FA701FAD4E478572916A8336ABC2-2019-04-30%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Item%20Amendments%20and%20Fi.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/6641B89057324B9195880812F9241E37-2019-04-30%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Item%20Amendments%20and%20Fi.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/13A0392449DD47F89306C9CBAD87F210-2019-04-30%20RTC%20-%20Single%20Use%20Item%20Amendments%20and%20Fi.pdf
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• March 10, 2020 staff report titled Single-Use Item Regulation Bylaw 
Amendments 

o Attachment 1 Proposed Bylaw Amendment 
o Attachment 2 Municipal Ticketing Bylaw Amendment  

Bylaw: See Bylaw as attachment in Council Reports, Presentations and Minutes 
  

Ucluelet 
Ucluelet, in coordination with Tofino, passed a bylaw that as of June, 8, 2019, bans plastic straws and 
bags. The bylaw 

• includes a ban on plastic bags and straws including those labelled “biodegradable” or 
“compostable”; 

• includes fees for paper and reusable bags; and 
• permits plastic bags to be distributed that have already been used by a customer and that have 

been returned to the business for the purpose of being reused by other customers. 

Ucluelet collected feedback through Facebook. 

On February 11, 2020 Council approved and gave first, second and third reading to an updated bylaw. 
The updated bylaw 

• identified that they bylaw is being adopted for the protection of the natural 
environment; 

• expressly exempts small paper and plastics bags under 15cmx20cm; and  
• removed transition provisions. 

The updated bylaw was sent to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy for approval. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single Use Plastic Regulations Bylaw 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• November 27, 2018 staff report titled Single-Use Shopping Bag Bylaw 
• March 26, 2019 staff report titled Single-Use Plastics Bylaw – 1st Reading  
• February 11, 2020 staff report titled Single-Use Item Regulation Bylaw No 1266, 

2020 
Bylaw: Bylaw No. 1247 (to be superseded pending Ministry approval) 
Other Resources: Tip Sheet – For Residents 

Tips for Business 
Tips for Staff 
FAQs 

 

Vancouver 
City of Vancouver consulted on and is implementing a single-use item reduction strategy that targets: 
foam cups and containers, plastic and paper bags, disposable cups, straw, utensil and take-out 
containers. 

Existing and upcoming bylaws include: 
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https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/E8DCB094CB8E4A9AA9E2DDAB350A96F5-2020-03-10%20RTC%20-%20Single-Use%20Item%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/E8DCB094CB8E4A9AA9E2DDAB350A96F5-2020-03-10%20RTC%20-%20Single-Use%20Item%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/D9554CD5A8F24B1888129EE52C1F2E37-2020-03-10%20RTC%20-%20Single-Use%20Item%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20.pdf
https://tofino.civicweb.net/FileStorage/1915849656C2409494942EC0A933CDFF-2020-03-10%20RTC%20-%20Single-Use%20Item%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/community/sustainability-climate-action/single-use-plastics
http://ucluelet.ca/images/2018_11_27_Single_Use_Plastic_Bag_Report.pdf
http://ucluelet.ca/images/2018_11_27_Single_Use_Plastic_Bag_Report.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/phocadownload/city-council/2020/2020%2002%2011%20Regular%20Council.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/phocadownload/city-council/2020/2020%2002%2011%20Regular%20Council.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/community/sustainability-climate-action/single-use-plastics
https://ucluelet.ca/images/TIP_SHEET_-_Residents.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/images/TIP_SHEET_-_Business.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/images/TIP_SHEET_-_Frontline_Staff.pdf
https://ucluelet.ca/images/FAQ.pdf
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• January 2020 – Foam cups and container ban 
o Food vendor ban on serving prepared food in polystyrene foam cups and take-out 

containers, with a temporary 1-year exemption of hospitals and care facilities. 
• April 2020 – Plastic straw ban 

o Final bylaw was presented to Council November 30, 2019.  
• January 2021—pending bans include 

o Plastic and paper bags; 
o Disposable cups; and, 
o Disposable utensils. 

A take-out container pilot program is planned, with details to be determined.  

The City website encourages early adopters to reduce items if possible. For items that cannot be 
reduced, the City suggests selecting items that are readily accepted in the City’s residential green bin 
program or the Recycle BC residential blue box program. 

On April 9, 2020 the City of Vancouver updated their website to clarify that the start dates for single-use 
item bylaws for straws, utensils, cups and shopping bags remain unchanged. However, the city is 
suspending education, outreach and enforcement of by-laws until further notice due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy 
Strategy: City of Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy 2018-2025 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• Feb 2, 2016 Report to Council titled Enhanced Solid Waste Management 
and Diversion By-law Authority 

o Feb 2, 2016 Council minutes 
o Feb 2, 2016 Council presentation 

• June 27, 2017 Report to Council titled Single Use Items Update and 
Consultation Launch 

o June 27, 2017 Council minutes 
o June 27, 2017 Council presentation 

• May 16, 2018 Report to Council titled Single Use Item Reduction Strategy 
o May 16, 2018 Council minutes 
o May 16, 2018 Council presentation 

• April 24, 2019 Report to Council titled Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy 
By-laws—Consultation Update 

o April 24, 2019 Council minutes   
o April 24, 2029 Council presentation  

• November 27, 2019 Report to Council titled Bylaws to Reduce Single-Use 
Items 

o November 27, 2019 Council minutes 
o November 27, 2019 Council presentation 
o November 27, 2019 Council report, Appendix I-1 
o November 27, 2019 Council report, Appendix I-2 
o November 27, 2019 Council report, Appendix I-3 
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https://vancouver.ca/green-vancouver/single-use-items.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/single-use-item-reduction-strategy-with-amendments.pdf
http://council.vancouver.ca/20160202/documents/rr2.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20160202/documents/regu20160202min.pdf
http://council.vancouver.ca/20160202/documents/rr2presentation.pdf
http://council.vancouver.ca/20170627/documents/rr1b.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20170627/documents/regu20170627min.pdf
http://council.vancouver.ca/20170627/documents/rr1bpresentation.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20180516/documents/pspc20180516min.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20180516/documents/pspc20180516min.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20190424/documents/cfsc2.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20190424/documents/cfsc20190424min.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20190424/documents/cfsc20190424min.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20190424/documents/cfsc2presentation.PDF
https://council.vancouver.ca/20191127/documents/pspc20191127min.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20191127/documents/pspc2staffpresentation.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20191127/documents/pspc2AppendixI-1.PDF
https://council.vancouver.ca/20191127/documents/pspc2AppendixI-2.PDF
https://council.vancouver.ca/20191127/documents/pspc2AppendixI-3.PDF


Bylaws: • Foam 
o By-law 12416 (amends By-law 4450 regarding polystyrene foam) 
o By-law 12604 (amends By-law 4450 regarding charitable food 

services) 
• Plastic Straws 

o By-law 12618 (amends By-law 4450 regarding plastic straws) 
• Bags 

o By-law 12624 (amends By-law 4450 regarding shopping bags) 
• Utensils 

o By-law 12620 (amends By-law 4450 regarding single-use utensils) 
• Cups 

o By-law 12622 (amends By-law 4450 regarding single-use cups) 
Other Resources: For bylaw adoption resources, see landing page 

Consultation Paper September 12, 2017 
• Phase 1 Consultation Summary 
• Phase 2 Consultation Summary 
• Phase 3 Consultation Summary 

 

Victoria 
City of Victoria passed a bylaw that bans distribution of plastic shopping bags and requires a minimum 
fee of $0.12 and $1.00 for paper and reusable bags respectively.  

The Canadian Plastic Bag Association challenged the legal authority of the City of Victoria to enact the 
bylaw. A June 19, 2018, ruling in the BC Supreme Court dismissed the case. On July 11, 2019, the Court 
of Appeal judgment determined the bylaw was invalid on the basis that it is a law intended to protect 
the environment rather than one concerned with the regulation of business and therefore approval of 
the Minister of Environment was required. On September 25th, 2019 the City of Victoria announced their 
plan to ask the Supreme Court of Canada to rule on the authority of municipalities to regulate the 
distribution of plastic bags by businesses. In January 2020, the Supreme Court of Canada determined 
they would not hear the case. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Reducing Single-Use Plastic Bags 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• October 2017 report titled Single-Use Checkout Bag Reduction Program – Bag 
Reduction Strategy 

o PowerPoint  
• December 2017 report titled Single-Use Checkout Bag Regulation – Draft Bylaw 

Feedback 
Bylaw: Bylaw No. 18-008 

Amendment Bylaw No. 18-064 
Legal Challenges: • June 19, 2018 ruling in the BC Supreme Court 

• July 11, 2019 judgment at the Court of Appeal for British Columbia 
• July 11, 2019 media release titled City Vows to Find Another Way to Eliminate 

Single-Use Plastic Bags 
• September 25, 2019 media release titled City to Ask Supreme Court of Canada 

to Rule on Municipal Power to Regulate Business Use of Plastic Bags 
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https://bylaws.vancouver.ca/consolidated/12416.PDF
https://bylaws.vancouver.ca/consolidated/12416.PDF
https://bylaws.vancouver.ca/consolidated/12618.PDF
https://bylaws.vancouver.ca/consolidated/12624.PDF
https://bylaws.vancouver.ca/consolidated/12620.PDF
https://bylaws.vancouver.ca/consolidated/12622.PDF
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/single-use-consultation-paper-9-12-2017.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/single-use-item-strategy-oct-2016-workshop-consultation-summary.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/single-use-item-reduction-strategy-phase-2-consultation-summary-report.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/single-use-item-strategy-phase-3-consultation-summary-report.pdf
http://www.victoria.ca/assets/Departments/Legislative%7EServices/Documents/18-008%20Checkout%20Bag%20Bylaw.pdf
https://www.bccourts.ca/jdb-txt/sc/18/10/2018BCSC1007.htm
https://www.victoria.ca/EN/main/residents/climate-change/waste-reduction/single-use-plastic-bags.html
https://pub-victoria.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=1492
https://pub-victoria.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=1492
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/Departments/Sustainability/Documents/Single%20Use%20Plastic%20Bag%20Presn%20Oct%2026%202017.pdf
https://pub-victoria.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=1053
https://pub-victoria.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=1053
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/Departments/Legislative%7EServices/Documents/18-008%20Checkout%20Bag%20Bylaw.pdf
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/Departments/Legislative%7EServices/18-064%20Checkout%20Bag%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20Amendment%20No.%201.pdf
https://www.bccourts.ca/jdb-txt/sc/18/10/2018BCSC1007.htm
https://www.bccourts.ca/jdb-txt/ca/19/02/2019BCCA0254.htm
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/City%7EHall/Mayor%7ECouncil/Documents/20190711_MR_Appeal%20Court%20Rules%20in%20Favour%20of%20Plastic%20Bag%20Industry%20(002).pdf
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/City%7EHall/Mayor%7ECouncil/Documents/20190711_MR_Appeal%20Court%20Rules%20in%20Favour%20of%20Plastic%20Bag%20Industry%20(002).pdf
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/City%7EHall/Media%7EReleases/2019/2019.09.25_MR_City%20of%20Victoria%20Appeals%20to%20Supreme%20Court%20of%20Canada%20on%20Bag%20Ban.pdf
https://www.victoria.ca/assets/City%7EHall/Media%7EReleases/2019/2019.09.25_MR_City%20of%20Victoria%20Appeals%20to%20Supreme%20Court%20of%20Canada%20on%20Bag%20Ban.pdf


  

West Vancouver 
On June 24, 2019, District of West Vancouver Council adopted a notice of motion to ask the Province – 
both directly and through a proposed Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) resolution – to provide clear 
jurisdiction to municipalities to pass single-use item reduction bylaws. This UBCM resolution was 
endorsed by the UBCM Conference. 

On September 9, 2019, District of West Vancouver Council instructed staff to develop a Single-Use Item 
Reduction Strategy. The city conducted an initial discussion with local businesses to collect input and 
ideas, and hear concerns and aspirations about their experience with single-use items. A business survey 
through westvancouverite.ca concluded February 7th, 2020.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Developing a Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• June 24, 2019 Report to Council Titled Notice of Motion regarding Confirming 
Municipal Jurisdiction to Regulate Single-Use Items 

• September 9, 2019 Report to Council titled Municipal Single-Use Item Reduction 
Strategy 

Bylaw: None 
  

Alberta 
Calgary 
On May 14, 2019, City Council directed staff to develop a City strategy to reduce single-use items. In 
October and November 2018, Calgary collected online feedback from citizens, businesses and 
organizations as part of their phase one of engagement. The city held further engagement with students 
at the 2019 Mayor’s Environment Expo. Calgary plans to combine recommendations of the Federal 
Government with their stakeholder engagement to develop a draft Single-Use Items Waste Reduction 
Strategy for feedback in early 2020 and presentation to council in Spring 2020.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Items Waste Reduction Strategy 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• May 27 staff report dated May 15 2019 titled Scoping Report on Reducing 
Waste From Single-Use Items  

Bylaw: None 
Other Resources: What we Heard Report 

Verbatim Comments 
FAQs on landing page 

  

Jasper 
Jasper banned plastic bags including those labelled as compostable or biodegradable as of July 1, 2019. 
Compliance is voluntary with enforcement to take effect at a date determined by Council. Jasper 
promoted the bylaw through their BYO Bag Campaign. 

The bylaw: 
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https://www.westvancouverite.ca/singleuse
https://westvancouver.ca/sites/default/files/dwv/council-agendas/2019/jun/24/19jun24-6.pdf
https://westvancouver.ca/sites/default/files/dwv/council-agendas/2019/jun/24/19jun24-6.pdf
https://westvancouver.ca/sites/default/files/dwv/council-agendas/2019/sep/09/19sep09-6.pdf
https://westvancouver.ca/sites/default/files/dwv/council-agendas/2019/sep/09/19sep09-6.pdf
https://engage.calgary.ca/single-use
https://www.calgary.ca/citycouncil/ward-7/Documents/Scoping%20Report%20on%20Reducing%20Waste%20from%20Single-Use%20Items.pdf
https://www.calgary.ca/citycouncil/ward-7/Documents/Scoping%20Report%20on%20Reducing%20Waste%20from%20Single-Use%20Items.pdf
https://www.calgary.ca/_layouts/cocis/DirectDownload.aspx?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.calgary.ca%2fengage%2fDocuments%2fSingle-use%2fSingle-use_Reduction_Strategy_WWHR.pdf&noredirect=1&sf=1
https://www.calgary.ca/_layouts/cocis/DirectDownload.aspx?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.calgary.ca%2fengage%2fDocuments%2fSingle-use%2fSingle-use_Waste_Reduction_Strategy_Verbatim.pdf&noredirect=1&sf=1


• requires that the business ask the customer first if they need a bag; 
• requires paper bag to have 40% recycled post-consumer content and be labelled as such; and 
• defines reusable as capable of at least 100 uses. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Bring Your Own Bag, Jasper 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• Minutes May 21, 2019 (Page 2) 
• March 12, 2019 staff report titled Comparative Environmental Impact of 

Alternative Checkout Bags (Page 23) 
Bylaw: Bylaw No. 215 
Other Resources Retail toolkit 

Business and Resident Feedback – May 2019 
 

Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
In 2010, the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo banned plastic bags, including biodegradable bags. 
While the municipal staff received some complaints about the cost of purchasing reusable bags, overall 
the bylaw was well received. 

Resources 
Landing Page: None 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• November 24, 2009 report titled Bylaw No 09/33 Single-Use Plastic Shopping 
Bag Bylaw 

Bylaw: Bylaw No. 12/007 
Other Resources: BYO Bag Brochure 

 

Saskatchewan 
Regina 
The City of Regina is considering different single-use plastic reduction options to reach their reduction 
goals of their Waste Plan Regina. Staff conducted an online survey that ended October 2019. 

On May 19, 2020, staff submitted a report to the Public Works and Infrastructure Committee following 
an early consultation. The report elaborated on three options: 

• Continued focus on implementation of the Waste Plan Regina by working toward reduction of 
all disposable products, including plastics (Recommended). 

• Implementing mandatory bag fees, or fees for other single use items. 
• Ban plastic checkout bags at the municipal level via enforceable bylaw. 

The report was withdrawn from the May 2020 committee meeting agenda with all members in favor of 
postponement.  

Resources 
Landing Page: City Seeks Input on Single-Use Plastics 
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https://www.jasper-alberta.com/2530/Bring-Your-Own-Bag-Jasper
https://ab-jasper.civicplus.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/762
https://ab-jasper.civicplus.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/741
https://ab-jasper.civicplus.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/741
https://www.jasper-alberta.com/DocumentCenter/View/2860/Waste-Reduction-Regulation-Bylaw-PDF-
https://www.jasper-alberta.com/DocumentCenter/View/2924/Retail-Toolkit-PDF
https://www.jasper-alberta.com/DocumentCenter/View/2876/Plastic-Checkout-Bag-Ban-Feedback-PDF
http://www.rmwb.ca/Assets/Departments/Legislative+and+Legal+Services/Agendas+and+Minutes/Council/Agendas/Previous+Years/2009/11-24-2009+Council+Agenda.pdf
http://www.rmwb.ca/Assets/Departments/Legislative+and+Legal+Services/Agendas+and+Minutes/Council/Agendas/Previous+Years/2009/11-24-2009+Council+Agenda.pdf
https://www.rmwb.ca/Assets/Departments/Legislative+and+Legal+Services/Bylaws/ShoppingBag.pdf
https://www.rmwb.ca/Assets/Departments/RCMP+and+Bylaw/BYO+BAG+BYLAW+Brochure.pdf
https://www.regina.ca/news/City-Seeks-Input-on-Single-Use-Plastics/


Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• May 19, 2020 staff report to committee titled Item# PW120-3 Single-Use 
Plastics (page 64 of 130) 

Bylaw: none 
 
Ontario 
Toronto 
City of Toronto began consultation to develop a single-use and takeaway items reduction strategy 
following City Council direction in July 2018. In October, 2019 the City of Toronto started engagement 
on the following proposed bylaws with a plan for a phased-in approach 
 

• 2021 – Ask first for utensils and fees for paper and plastic bags; and 
• 2022 – Ask first for straws; fees on disposable cups; and ban on foam cups and containers. 

 
Based on phase 1 consultation results from fall 2018, City of Toronto began developing potential policies 
and programs for their reduction strategy. Following phase 2 consultation in September 2019, City Staff 
are refining initiatives for presentation to the Infrastructure and Environment Committee in 2020. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Reducing Single-Use & Takeaway Items 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• July 23, 2018 Council direction to Address Single-Use Items, Misleading 
Advertising, and textile Waste in the City of Toronto 

• May 6, 2019 staff report titled Single Use Item Consultation and Reduction 
Strategy Next Steps 

Bylaw: None 
Other Resources: Single-Use and Takeaway Items Public Consultation Report dated May 2019 

Single-Use and Takeaway Item Reduction Strategy – Phase 2 Consultation 
Presentation 

 
Quebec 
Montreal (Ville and Metro) 
In January 2018, the Ville de Montreal introduced a bylaw which bans: 

• conventional plastic shopping bags (thickness less than 50 microns); and 
• all oxo-degradable, oxo-fragmentable and biodegradable plastic shopping bags. 

Over 30 jurisdictions (representing over 75% of the population) in the Communaute Metropolitaine de 
Montreal have banned bags. The Ville de Montreal website has the bylaw and FAQ detailing which 
municipalites have banned bags. Enforcement began June 5, 2018.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Banning Single-Use Plastic Bags 
Bylaw: Bylaw 16-051 
Other Resources: FAQs 
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http://reginask.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=4049&Inline=True
http://reginask.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=4049&Inline=True
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-garbage/long-term-waste-strategy/reducing-single-use-takeaway-items/
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2018.PW31.10%20https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-garbage/long-term-waste-strategy/reducing-single-use-takeaway-items/
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2018.PW31.10%20https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-garbage/long-term-waste-strategy/reducing-single-use-takeaway-items/
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-132911.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-132911.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/98a6-2019-9-3-SWMS-SingleUseItems-Report-FINAL-AODA.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/8e83-2019-09-24-SUI-Public-Consultation_AODA2.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/8e83-2019-09-24-SUI-Public-Consultation_AODA2.pdf
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7418,142803238&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7418,142803238&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/sel/sypre-consultation/afficherpdf?idDoc=27530&typeDoc=1
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7418,142803239&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL


 
New Brunswick 
Tri-Cities of Moncton, Dieppe and Riverview  
Neighboring cities Moncton, Dieppe and Riverview all passed similar bylaws in June 2019 banning the 
distribution of plastic checkout bags. Retailers can provide paper and reusable bags at a fee. Exceptions 
include bags for bulk foods and other specified items. The cities planned for the bylaws to come into 
force on July 1, 2020, but due to Covid-19, the start date was amended to begin October 1, 2020. 

Resources 
Landing Page: None 
Bylaw:  Moncton Bylaw P-619 

Dieppe Bylaw A-13 
Riverview Bylaw 700-75 

 
Prince Edward Island 
As of July 1, 2019, Prince Edward Island will be the first province to ban the distribution of plastic 
checkout bags, including those labelled biodegradable or compostable. Business must charge a fee for 
paper bags (minimum $0.15) and reuseable bags (minimum $1.00), which the business will retain.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Plastic Bag Reduction 
Act: Plastic Bag Reduction Act – Bill No. 114 
Other Resources: Business Fact Sheet 

Customer Q&A 
 
Nova Scotia 
Nova Scotia passed a bill to ban single-use plastic bags on October 29, 2019. The bill takes effect on 
October 30, 2020 and includes bags made from biodegradable or compostable plastic. Paper bags are 
permitted, but must be made from at least 40 percent post-consumer recycled paper. Exceptions 
include bags for bulk foods and other specified items.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-use Plastic Bag Ban 
Act: Plastic Bags Reduction Act – Bill No. 152 

 

Yukon Territories 
Dawson City 
Dawson City passed their Single Use Plastics Bylaw on February 12, 2020. Businesses are prohibited from 
providing customers with: 

• Plastic bags; 
• Plastic drinking straws;  
• Plastic utensils; and 
• Plastic or polystyrene foam take out containers or cups (including biodegradable or compostable 

variants).  
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http://www5.moncton.ca/docs/bylaws/P-619_Plastic_Bag_Reduction.pdf
http://www5.moncton.ca/docs/bylaws/P-619_Plastic_Bag_Reduction.pdf
https://www.dieppe.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?lang=en&newsId=57869e8a-716d-4f68-8ce8-b427099460e7
https://www.townofriverview.ca/sites/default/files/documents/archives/700-75_reduction_of_single-use_plastic_bags.pdf
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-water-and-climate-change/plastic-bag-reduction
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/legislation/p-09-2-plastic_bag_reduction_act.pdf
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/plastic_bag_reduction_act_-_business_fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/plastic_bag_reduction_act_-_qa.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/single-use-plastic-bag-ban/#:%7E:text=The%20Plastic%20Bags%20Reduction%20Act,of%20our%20environment%20and%20landfills.
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_2nd/1st_read/b152.htm


The bylaw came into force as of April 22, 2020.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Project & Council Initiatives: Single Use Plastics Bylaw 
Bylaw: Bylaw No. 2019-10 

 

USA and Europe 
 
Table 2 - Summary of Single-Use Item Reduction Policies and Strategies Outside of Canada 

USA 
California 
 Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
Portland, OR  By Request By Request Plastic Ban Foam Ban Foam Ban 
California - - - Ban - - 
Berkeley, CA  By Request By Request Plastic 

Ban/Fees 
(Alameda 
County) 

Mandatory 
Fee 

Compostable 
Require 

Reusable for 
Dine-in 

Compostable 
Require 

Reusable for 
Dine-in 

Connecticut - - - Fee and 
Ban 

Pending 
(2021) 

- - 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

- - - Ban 
(Pending 
January 
2021) 

  

Europe 
  
 Plan/Strategy Straws Utensils Bags Cups Containers 
European 
Union 

Directive to 
ban nine 
single-use 
items as well 
as oxo-
degradable 
plastics. 

Pending 
Ban (2021) 

Pending Ban 
(2021) 

 Pending Ban 
(2021) 

Pending Foam 
Ban (2021) 

 
Portland 
As of October 1, 2019 businesses in Portland cannot automatically include plastic straws, strirrers, 
utensils or individually packaged condiments in a customer’s order for dine-in, drive through, take-out 
or delivery. These include plastic products labeled “compostable” or “biodegradable”. 

Updated July 2020 18 of 21

https://www.cityofdawson.ca/p/projects-council-initiatives
https://cityofdawson.ca/Home/DownloadDocument?docId=847a340b-faac-4d3d-ab3a-7d6811af0ee3


Since October 2013, the City of Portland has had a Checkout Bag Regulation which states that all retail 
establishments and food providers shall only provide recycled paper bags or reusable bags as checkout 
bags to customers. 

Since January 1990, the City of Portland banned restaurants from serving food in polystrene foam food 
containers. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-use Plastics Reduction Policy 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• November 14, 2018 Council Report title By-request policy for plastic straws in
dine-in areas; as well as an ask-first policy for plastic utensils and condiments
for take-out, delivery and fast food orders.

Regulation: City Code 17.103 
Oregon Straw Bill 90 

Other Resources: • Straws available by request sign
• Utensils available by request sign
• Straws, stirrers, utensils, and condiments available by request sign
• Business notification letter: Single-Use Plastics Reduction Policy Notification

Letter

State of California 
On November 8, 2016, Californa banned the distribution of single-use carry out bags. Business may still 
provide reusable grocery bags or recycled paper bags. But they must charge at least $0.10 for each bag. 
Stores may sell compostable plastic bags if 

• they are located in a jurisdiction where the majority of residential household have access to
curbside collection for composting; or

• the local government has voted to allow the sale of compostable bags to consumers.

Bag manufacturers who sell reusable grocery bags in California must be certified by the Reusable 
Grocery Bag Reporting System. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Carryout Bag Ban 
Regulation: Bill No. 270 

City of Berkeley 
The City of Berkley introduced a Single-Use Foodware and Litter Reduction Ordinance which came into 
effect March 27, 2019 (phase 1) with additional restrictions coming into effect January 1, 2020 (phase 2) 
and July 1, 2020 (phase 3). Ordinance enforcement begins one year after their effective date. The 
ordinance includes the following components aimed at reducing the use and disposal of cups, lids, 
utensils, straws, clamshells, and other disposables: 

Phase 1 

• The following items will only available by request:
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https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/706080
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/703878
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/703878
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/703878
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/citycode/56750
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB90/B-Engrossed
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/743249
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/743248
http://orbit.gvrd.bc.ca/orbitdav/nodes/Straws%2C%20stirrers%2C%20utensils%2C%20and%20condiments%20available%20by%20request_
https://beta.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-09/sup_notification2_english.pdf
https://beta.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-09/sup_notification2_english.pdf
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Plastics/CarryOutBags/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB270


o Straws, stirrers, napkins, utensils, condiments cups and packets, cup sleeves, tops, lids, 
spill plugs, and other similar accessories 

• Food Vendors must provide color-coded receptacles. 
• City events and facilities must only serve food in reusable or certified compostable food 

serviceware. 

Phase 2 

• All disposable food serviceware must be certified compostable and free of intentionally added 
fluorinated chemicals. 

• Food venders must charge $0.25 for disposable cups. 

Phase 3 

• Food vendors offering on-site dining may only use resuables (durable/washable). 

The Alameda County Reusable Bag Ordinace applies to City of Berkeley. Therefore City of Berkeley 
retailers must 

• no longer distribute single-use plastic bags; 
• charge a minimum of $0.10 for paper bags and/or compliant reusable bags; and 
• encourage customers to bring their own bag. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Berkeley Single Use Foodware and Litter Reduction Ordinance 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

July 24, 2012 Council Report titled Expanded Single-Use Bag Reduction Ordinance 

Regulation: City of Berkeley Single Use Foodware Ordinance No. 7,639-N.S. 
Alameda County Reusable Bag Ordinance 2016-2  

Other Resources: Ordinance Requirements for the Prepared Food Vendors fact sheet  
 

State of Connecticut 
On August 1, 2019, Connecticut retailers were required to charge a fee of $0.10 per single-use plastic 
checkout bag less than 4 mils thick. “Single-use checkout bag” does not include paper bags; reusable 
bags; newspaper bags; luandry or dry cleaning bags; or bags used only to contain meat, seafood, loose 
produce of other unwrapped food items. Single-use plastic checkout bags are scheduled to be banned 
on June 30, 2021. 

Municipalties can enact ordinances concerning plastic single-use checkout bags that are as restrictive or 
more restrictive than the statewide Act. 

Resources 
Landing Page: Single-Use Plastic Bag Fee 
Regulation: Bill No. 7424  
Other Resources: FAQs 
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Public_Works/Zero_Waste/Berkeley_Single_Use_Foodware_and_Litter_Reduction_Ordinance.aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Clerk/Level_3_-_City_Council/2012/07Jul/2012-07-24%20Item%2024b%20Expanded%20Single-Use%20Bag%20Reduction%20Ordinance-PW.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Public_Works/Level_3_-_Solid_Waste/2019-02-19%20Item%2001%20Ordinance%207639.pdf
http://reusablebagsac.org/acwma-ordinance-2012-2-amended-ordinance-2016-2
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Public_Works/Level_3_-_Solid_Waste/SUD%20Ordinance%20One%20Page%20Overview%202019.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DRS/Legislative-Summaries/2019-Legislative-Updates/Single-Use-Plastic-Bag-Fee
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/ACT/pa/pdf/2019PA-00117-R00HB-07424-PA.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DRS/Publications/OCG/OCG-9-BagFee.pdf?la=en


Philadelphia 
Philadelphia City Council passed a Single Use Plastics Ban in December 2019. The original effective date 
of the ban was pushed from July 2, 2020 to January 1, 2021 in light of Covid-19. Enforcement will begin 
April 1, 2021. Following a three month education period, fines for non-compliance will begin July 1, 
2021.  

Exceptions to the bag ban include 

• Dry Cleaner bags;
• Bags sold in packages with multiple bags, such as garbage, recycling and yard waste bags; and
• Bags used inside retailers by a custmer to delivery perishable items to pointof sale (bulk items,

meats, bakery goods, flowers and similar items).

In addition, only recyclable plastic bags will be permitted. Philadelphia plans to release additional 
support material such as flyers and business signage in the coming months.  

Resources 
Landing Page: Philadelphia’s Single Use Plastic Bag Ban 
Regulation: Bill No. 190610-A02 
Other Resources: FAQs on landing page 

European Union 
The European Union voted to ban selected single-use plastics by 2021. The ban includes cotton bud 
sticks, utensils, plates, straws, stirrers, sticks for balloons, cups, foam food and beverage containers, and 
products made of oxo-degradable plastics. Taking action on plastics is a priority for the EU’s Circular 
Economy Action Plan. 

Resources 
Landing Page: European Strategy for Plastics 
Council Reports, 
Presentations and 
Minutes: 

• Brussels May 28, 2018 document titled Proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic
products on the environment and Annex

• March 27, 2019 meeting agenda and vote
Strategy: Implementation Plan 

Directive 
Other Resources: Single-use Plastics Factsheet 

Press release May 28, 2019 
Q&A 
Impact assessment part 1, part 2, part 3 and summary 
Supporting Study: Assessment of measures to reduce marine litter from single use 
plastics 
Engagement Synopsis report 
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https://cleanphl.org/plasticbagban/
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3991978&GUID=557D6EA0-A360-46A4-8E44-B0BEDA304B46&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=190610
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/plastic_waste.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_proposal.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_proposal.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_proposal.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_proposal_annex.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2018-0317_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_implementation_plan.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52018PC0340
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/single-use_plastics_factsheet.pdf
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3927_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-3909_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_impact_assessment.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_impact_assessment2.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_impact_assessment3.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_impact_assessment_summary.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/Study_sups.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/Study_sups.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/single-use_plastics_synopsis_report_stakeholder_consultation.pdf
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