METRO VANCOUVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Solid Waste and Recycling Industry Advisory Committee

Meeting held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, via Zoom Video Conference.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Lori Bryan, Waste Management Assoc. of BC
(Co-Chair)

Craig Hodge, Director, Metro Vancouver
Board of Directors (Co-Chair)

Edwin Berkhof, Evergen Infrastructure Corp.

Jeremy Crawford, Waste Control Services

Happy Deol, Super Save Group

Glen Furtado, Cement Association of Canada

Grant Hankins, Canada Minibins.com Ltd.

Josh JansenVandoorn, Anaconda Systems Ltd.

Gord Johnson, Northstar

Jamie Kaminski, HSR Zero Waste

Sean Kawakami, Convertus Canada Ltd.
Mike Lannin, Super Save Group

Patrick MacNeil, Wescan Disposal Ltd.
Achilles Mallari, Sierra Waste Services Ltd.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Izzie Abrams, Waste Connections of Canada
James Collins, Tymac Launch Service Ltd.
Jen Diamant, Capital Salvage

Christian Dietrich, Ecowaste Industries

Jeff Gontovnick, 1-800-GOT-JUNK?

Imran Jessa, Delta Textiles Exporters Inc.

Matthew McAra, GFL Environmental Inc.

Ralph McRae, Revolution Infrastructure Inc.

David Millman, Waste Management of
Canada Corp.

Maya Moucachen, Merlin Plastics

Dimitri Pantazopoulos, Waste Connections of
Canada

Shad Prasad, Cascade Recovery +

Ken Schultze (Alternate for Fabio Scaldaferri),
Pacific Mattress Recycling Inc.

Sandy Sigmund, Encorp Pacific Canada,
Return-It

John Turner, BC Biocarbon Ltd.

Jasper Van de Wetering, Heidelberg Materials
Canada Ltd.

Pinky Vargas, Republic Services

Stewart Young, GFL Environmental Inc.

Leanne Koehn, Ridge Meadows Recycling
Society

Aiden Kiani, Lock-Block Ltd.

Angus MacFarlane, Growing City

Michael Zarbl, Major Appliance Recycling
Roundtable

METRO VANCOUVER (MV) AND CITY OF VANCOUVER STAFF:
Terry Fulton, Senior Project Engineer, Solid Waste Services

Zack Ha, Administrative Assistant, Solid Waste Services

Paul Henderson, General Manager, Solid Waste Services
Samantha Joy, Engagement Specialist, Solid Waste Services

Karen Storry, Senior Project Engineer, Solid Waste Services
Adrianna Velazquez, Senior Project Engineer, Solid Waste Services
Chris Clarke, Engagement Specialist, Solid Waste Services

PREPARATION OF MINUTES: Justine Wiklo, Raincoast Ventures Ltd.
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Solid Waste and Recycling Industry Advisory Committee Meeting
June 11, 2024
2:00 PM — 4:00 PM
Zoom

Agenda

Agenda
1.1. June 11, 2024, Meeting Agenda

Minutes
2.1. May 14, 2024, Meeting Minutes

Reports and Items for Discussion
3.1. Disposal Ban Exemption Pilot Program
For Information and input
Designated speaker: Paul Henderson, Metro Vancouver
3.2. Construction and Demolition Waste Management and Capacity
For input/feedback — small group discussions
Designated speaker: Karen Storry, Senior Project Engineer, Solid Waste
With respect to recycling capacity and product markets:
- Whatis currently working well?
- What could be improved? What should be prioritized?
- What are some examples of different solutions? Are there additional things we should be
considering?

Other Business
4.1.Zero Waste Committee Updates
Verbal Update
Designated Speaker: Paul Henderson, General Manager, Solid Waste

Information Items
5.1. Regional Waste Flows
5.2. 2024 Work Plan
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MEETING MINUTES

Co-Chair Lori Bryan called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. and welcomed attendees to the Solid
Waste Industry and Recycling Advisory Committee meeting. Participants were reminded to use the
Zoom “raised hand” function to provide questions or comments or for any voting that might be
required, and to ensure their names were correctly identified in the participant list.

AGENDA
June 11, 2024, Meeting Agenda
Co-Chair Bryan reviewed the June 11, 2024 meeting agenda. No additions were made.

MINUTES

May 14, 2024, Meeting Minutes

Co-Chair Bryan called for any additions or changes to the meeting minutes of
May 14, 2024. There were no changes or additions to the meeting minutes of May 14, 2024.

It was noted that the minutes indicate that the feedback summary from the small group and
plenary discussions at the May meeting are posted on the Industry Advisory Committee
website; however, that information item has not yet been posted. The minutes will be
amended and members will be notified by email when the May meeting feedback summary
is posted.

REPORTS

Disposal Ban Exemption Pilot Program

Co-Chair Hodge introduced the Disposal Ban Exemption Pilot program that is in development,
noting that this is an initiative meant to incentivize recycling at the source. The program is in
the design and development stage, so there are opportunities for Industry Advisory
Committee members to provide input into the program design, and also participate in the
pilot program itself.

Paul Henderson, General Manager, Solid Waste, Metro Vancouver, reviewed information on

the Disposal Ban Exemption Pilot Program, noting the following highlights:

e The goal is to develop a pilot program to be implemented in the hauling community that
will provide incentives for working with generators and processors.

e We are looking for early input from participants in the industry — specifically, how can
haulers demonstrate working with their customers and processors. We want to
understand how the hauling community can participate in encouraging more sorting at
the source, to get recyclables out of the waste stream.

e The current disposal ban process relies on visual inspections, which has limitations, for
instance items in black bags being challenging to see. Dillon Consulting will be conducting
interviews to get feedback on the design of the program

Participants were asked to consider if they had any initial ideas on elements that could be

included in a pilot program to incentivize haulers to encourage recycling, and the following

comments were offered in discussion:

e Previously when hauling a load, if there was a lot of cardboard, it was possible to go into
the back of the truck to remove and sort it. This is no longer allowed due to safety
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3.2

concerns, which is understandable; however, it would be worthwhile having some the
ability to remove recyclable materials from loads before disposing at the site

For small haulers, the loads are inspected and charged, but the challenge is with large-
scale commercial loads

Customers need to have additional space to have separate bins for plastics and recyclable
materials, and this can be a challenge

There is the issue of capacity, with respect to where materials are accepted for recycling
With direct hauls from customer recycling, the driver is not going to sort the materials
themselves; there are always going to be recyclable materials that do not have anywhere
to go, such as some plastics

At a processing facility, the cost of recovery, as well as other impacts and safety measures,
makes it challenging to remove materials from hauling trucks.

Lack of consistency in protocols for sorting - some private facilities will hand-sort
materials, while others may have excavators to sort.

It was noted that Metro Vancouver wants to work with haulers and contractors to discuss
these challenges and will be reaching out to Industry Advisory Committee members to
participate in this pilot program or provide input on program design through an interview
with Dillon Consulting.

Recycling and Organics Capacity and Product Markets

Co-Chair Bryan advised that feedback from the key topic small group discussions is recorded
as feedback summaries that will be included in the solid waste management plan update
feedback logs for the Idea Generation phase of engagement.

Karen Storry, Senior Engineer, Metro Vancouver, reviewed a presentation on recycling
capacity and product markets, noting the following highlights:

The goal is to increase recycling through additional capacity

Single family homes have well developed infrastructure and access to recycling; however,
access for multifamily and commercial buildings need improvement

Plastics, paper, and organics make up the majority of recycled materials; there are gaps
when it comes to things like mattresses or bulky furniture with these items being
inconsistently recycled

Metro Vancouver has implemented several educational programs and campaigns, which
have been used to increase participation and decrease contamination

A review of regulations is a tool that could be used to increase capacity, such as increased
producer responsibility, single-use and plastic waste reduction, and regulation on organic
matter recycling. These all have an impact on both the capacity and quality of the market.
Voluntary standards and guidelines also support increased recycling, such as the Canada
Plastics Pact, which works to eliminate plastics that do not have recycling markets

There is the need for convenience and accessibility, and it is also known there are
challenges with land cost and availability.

Siting and approvals for new facilities can be a lengthy and challenging process to
navigate.
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Co-Chair Bryan introduced the following questions regarding recycling capacity and product
markets for discussion in breakout groups:

What is currently working well?
What could be improved? What should be prioritized?
What are some examples of potential solutions?

Small group discussion took place for 20 minutes. During discussion, it was noted that the feedback
summary notes would be shared to the Industry Advisory Committee webpage when they are
completed. Members will be notified when the notes are posted.

A plenary discussion continued after the small group sessions, and the following comments were

offered:

In 2013, when municipal organics were introduced, there were three facilities in Delta

and Richmond that were processing over 420,000 tonnes of organics.

o In 2018, one of these facilities shut down, leaving a gap of 250,000 tonnes of capacity,
although the Surrey Biofuel opened shortly after

Metro Vancouver has allowed commercial loads to have up to 25% organics, and many

haulers mix organics with waste loads and received no fines; this material is still in the

Metro Vancouver waste system and is not being recovered.

There are capacity issues around the Lower Mainland — space/land, number of receiving

facilities, and end use markets.

A secondary issue is that there is a lot of large particle wood that cannot be recycled

A priority should be to recycle those 150,000 tonnes or more of organics that are currently

in the waste stream

There is a potential to contract with a third party, to develop additional processing

capacity

If an organization wanted to establish a compost facility an application to the municipality

is required; however, siting new facilities is very challenging, not due to regulation but

the broader community concerns about having waste facilities in proximity

The City of Surrey’s organics processing facility has been seen as very successful.

Co-Chair Bryan thanked participants for the discussion.

4. OTHER BUSINESS

4.1 Zero Waste Committee Updates
Paul Henderson provided an update noting that The Zero Waste Committee agenda has been
published; the meeting is on June 13, 2024. Items on the agenda include:

Tipping Fee Bylaw updates related to the generator levy

The draft vision and guiding principles for the solid waste management plan update is
going forward for consideration. This has been revised after feedback heard from the
Industry Advisory Committee, and other advisory committees

In the Managers Report, there is a note on a contract extension with Food Mesh food
recovery network, as well as information on upcoming Waste-To-Energy Facility
operations and maintenance
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5.1
5.2

e An RFP for operation of the Waste-to-Energy Facility will be posted; the current operator
does not intend to carry on operations beyond March 2025

e A media event hosted by Renewal Development on June 18, 2024 will feature a project
to move houses from a Coquitlam neighbourhood to a First Nations community in Agassiz.

e The new software system for weigh scales is being launched, and provides a range of new
benefits:
o automated license plate reading
o the ability to email weigh scale tickets
o PDF invoices

e An inventory of available educational materials and information that is available to
haulers is being compiled — Metro Vancouver will share the information once complete..

INFORMATION ITEMS

Regional Waste Flows

2024 Work Plan

In reference to the information items, Co-Chair Bryan noted all were attached to the agenda
package.

ADJOURNMENT

Co-Chair Brian thanked Industry Advisory Committee members for their participation,
comments, and feedback, and advised that the next Solid Waste and Recycling Industry
Advisory Committee meeting would be held on July 9, 2024, on Zoom, and will cover the
topics of long-term disposal planning and Metro Vancouver capital plan.

The Solid Waste and Recycling Industry Advisory Committee meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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