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COMBINED HOUSING & TRANSPORTATION COSTS

Below $30,000

$30,000 to $40,000

$40,000 to $50,000

$50,000 to $60,000

$60,000 and above

It is cheaper to live near 
rapid transit

Households located in urban centres 
and along major corridors — especially 
those along the SkyTrain network — 
consistently have lower combined costs 
for housing and transportation.

This is because the SkyTrain offers  
a low-cost transportation option, and 
the areas near stations typically have 
more rental units and smaller units, 
lowering housing costs.

Density alone does not improve 
affordability — it is the combination 
of density, transit access, and housing 
options that makes a difference.

REGIONAL PLANNING

Housing and Transportation Cost Burden Study

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

A New Way of Looking at Affordability
Housing and transportation are the two largest expenses for many households, and both are closely connected  
to location. The 2025 Housing and Transportation Cost Burden Study looks at these costs together to provide 
a more complete picture of affordability. Explore the study’s key findings below.



FIND OUT MORE  
Read the full study here

Questions? Contact us: 
regionalplanning@metrovancouver.org

Rental housing supports affordability

Rental housing — particularly non-market — has the greatest impact on combined housing 
and transportation costs, further enhancing the affordability benefits of rapid transit. 

Promoting transit-oriented rental housing is one of the best ways to improve  
overall affordability.

REGIONAL PLANNING

Transportation costs 
rival housing costs

Transportation can cost almost as much 
as housing and even exceed it in some 
municipalities. The average household spends 
$41,000 annually on housing and transportation 
combined, with an average of $22,000 on 
housing and $19,000 on transportation. 

Delivering good public transit and affordable 
housing are some of the best ways to improve 
livability in a region like Metro Vancouver.

 METRO VANCOUVER ($41K) 

 West Vancouver ($59K)

 Anmore ($57K)

 Lions Bay ($53K)

 Belcarra ($51K)

 North Vancouver District ($51K)

 Langley Township ($47K)

 Maple Ridge ($47K)

 Delta ($47K)

 Port Moody ($46K)

 Bowen Island ($47K)

 Surrey ($43K)

 Port Coquitlam ($43K)

 Coquitlam ($43K)

 UBC and UEL ($42K)

 Pitt Meadows ($42K)

 Richmond ($42K)

 North Vancouver City ($41K)

 White Rock ($38K)

 Burnaby ($38K)

 Langley City ($38K)

 Vancouver ($37K)

 New Westminster ($36K)

Average Annual Housing and Transportation Costs ($)

17,698

22,492

22,492

22,492

22,769

25,182

25,241

26,053

23,403

22,492

21,377

22,774

20,966

14,253

21,373

20,545

17,869

18,445

18,379

19,944

15,109

16,496

Housing
36,961

33,945

31,205

29,009

28,106

22,466

21,949

21,045

23,154

23,787

22,079

20,375

21,761

28,286

20,514

21,083

22,813

20,265

19,942

22,199

19,860

21,856
Transportation

Housing

Transportation

$22,117

$19,376

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

METRO VANCOUVER ($41K) 

Housing

Transportation

$22,117

$19,376

https://metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/Documents/housing-and-transportation-cost-burden-study-update-2025.pdf#search=housing%20and%20transportation
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