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PITT MEADOWS
$81,308,215 
133 farms
195 farm operators
4,785 ha
36 ha average farm size

MAPLE RIDGE
$18,616,019 

203 farms
310 farm operators
2,446 ha
12 ha average farm size

LANGLEY TOWNSHIP
$340,111,011
1,103 farms
1,620 farm operators
10,807 ha
10 ha average farm size

SURREY
$196,632,472
439 farms
645 farm operators
7,007 ha
16 ha average farm size

DELTA
$223,516,003 

185 farms
270 farm operators
9,090 ha
49 ha average farm size

RICHMOND
$57,841,958 

189 farms
265 farm operators
3,122 ha
17 ha average farm size

VANCOUVER
$11,075,259
203 farms
310 farm operators
2,446 ha
12 ha average farm size

BURNABY
$12,937,561
47 farms
60 farm operators
277 ha
6 ha average farm size

LANGLEY
TOWNSHIP DELTA

RICHMOND

BARNSTON ISLAND & 
OTHER MUNICIPALITIES
$12,537,483
73 farms
110 farm operators
692 ha
9 ha average farm size

WEST VANCOUVER

METRO VANCOUVER HAS 
LOTS OF SMALL FARMS
49% of farms are less than 
4 ha in size.

43% of farms have less than 
$10,000 in gross annual 
farm receipts

NORTH VANCOUVER
DISTRICT

SURREY

*Gross Farm receipts are before expenses related to farming are deducted.

The combination of farmer ingenuity, protection from the Agricultural Land 

Reserve (ALR), a moderate climate, exports and proximity to urban markets, 

enables farms in Metro Vancouver to generate over $954 million (26% of BC’s 

gross annual farm receipts) on only 1.5% of the province’s agricultural land. 

METRO VANCOUVER TOTAL
$954,575,981 Gross Farm Receipts 2015*
2,412 farms
3,525 farm operators
38,380 hectares farmed land
16 ha average farm size

AGRICULTURE IN METRO VANCOUVER

FARM OPERATORS

35%   FEMALEMALE    65% 56.7
AVERAGE

AGE

Farm operators are the persons that make the management decisions on a farm.
In 2016, there were 3,525 farm operators in the Metro Vancouver region.

35-54 YEARS OLD OLDER THAN 55

YOUNGER THAN 35

6% 35% 59%

RESULTS FROM THE 2016 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE

DRAFT



FARM MANAGEMENT

Other uses on farms includes buildings and greenhouses.

Blueberries are the most 
widely planted crop 
in Metro Vancouver.

LAND USE ON FARMS IN 2016

17%
percent of farms

practice rotational 
grazing

15%
percent of farms
 use windbreaks
or shelterbelts

8%
percent of farms 
are plowing down

green manure

8%
percent of farms

use winter 
cover crops

73%
of the total farm 

area is owned
by farmers

29%
of the total farm 
area is leased or 

rented from 
others

831
farms are 

irrigating
12,188 ha 

of land

728
farms are using 
manure

a 50% decrease 
from 2011

87
farms are growing

organic 

products 
for sale

The number of farms using beneficial 
land management practices has 
increased over the last 5 years

NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK AND CROP FARMS

586
CHICKEN + HEN

471
HORSE + PONY

384
CATTLE (BEEF + DAIRY)

416
EGG PRODUCTION

721
FRUIT, NUT 
AND BERRY

656
HAY AND

FIELD CROPS

238
NURSERY 
AND SOD

225
GREENHOUSE 

PRODUCTS

88
POTATO

20
MUSHROOM

388
VEGETABLE

189
SHEEP + LAMB

189
TURKEY + OTHER

POULTRY

Farms in Metro Vancouver produce a wide variety of crops and livestock

170
BEE COLONIES

Crops
65%

All other uses
14%

Woodlands 
and wetlands

3%

Unmanaged
pasture

13%

Summerfallow
land
1%

Managed 
Pasture

4%

For further information see the 2016 Census of Agriculture bulletin on the Metro Vancouver website.


