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PROJECT MOBILIZATION  

Overview 
The Sapperton Sewer is part of critical infrastructure that moves wastewater safely from communities in New 
Westminster to the Annacis Island Wastewater Treatment Plant in Delta. The sewer was built in the 1970s and needs 
repairs to extend its service life and to ensure the continued protection of public health and the environment.  

Metro Vancouver is replacing a 165 metre section of the Sapperton Sewer on East Columbia Street between Cumberland 
Street and Debeck Street with a new pipe. 

Schedule and Work Hours  
Construction is scheduled to begin the week of August 17, 2026 and will take approximately three months to complete. 
Work will generally occur from Monday to Friday, between 7:00 am and 7:00 pm.  

From August 17 to September 30, crews may need to run bypass pumps outside of regular hours to reroute flows past 
the pipe to be replaced. To help reduce the impacts to residents, noise mitigation measures will be in place wherever 
possible. 

 

Keeping You Informed 
We have a dedicated community liaison available throughout the project to address any questions or comments you 
may have. We thank you for your patience and understanding as we work to complete this necessary project in your 
community.  

There may be times when crews are 
required to work extended hours to 
complete specific tasks and stay on 
schedule. All work will comply with City 
of New Westminster bylaws or granted 
bylaw variances. 

Upcoming construction activities include:  

• Staging of construction equipment 
and materials 

• Generator-powered bypass pumps 

• Excavation of the road 

• Installation of a new pipe 

• Backfilling and restoration 

• The use of excavators, trucks, 
generators, and pumps 

 



 

Contact Us 

Community Liaison: 604-432-6200 (Monday to Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm) 
After Hours Emergency: 604-451-6610 

Email: icentre@metrovancouver.org  
(Include “Sapperton Sewer Connection Upgrade” in the subject line)  
Website: metrovancouver.org  (Search “Sapperton Sewer Connection 
Upgrade”) 

Traffic and Construction Impacts 
We recognize this construction may impact you and the New Westminster community and Metro Vancouver is 
committed to minimizing construction impacts whenever possible.  

Significant traffic delays are expected, and drivers are advised to take alternate routes where possible. Pedestrian and 
vehicle detours will be in place (please see map below).  

To access Sapperton and Royal Columbian Hospital from downtown, please follow the detour along McBride Boulevard 
to Eighth Avenue. 

 
 

 

We anticipate the following 
temporary impacts: 

• Construction in the 
southbound lanes of East 
Columbia Street (at least one 
lane of traffic will be 
maintained in each direction) 

• Northbound traffic on East 
Columbia Street must turn 
right on Brunette Avenue 

• No access to Debeck Street 
from East Columbia Street 

• No access to Cumberland 
Street from East Columbia 
Street 

• Sidewalk closures on 
Cumberland Street and East 
Columbia Street  

• Bus stop #53110 on 
northbound East Columbia 
Street near Alberta Street will 
be closed (please contact 
TransLink for information 
regarding detours affecting 
route #109 between Lougheed 
Station and New Westminster 
Station) 

• Noise from excavators, trucks, 
generators, and pumps 
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