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@ SERVICES AND SOLUTIONS FOR A LIVABLE REGION

METRO VANCOUVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE

Friday, May 8, 2026

ON TABLE

1. Iltem D1 - Invited Presentation re: Lower Fraser Floodplains Coalition Joint Statement: Callingon  pg. 2
Higher Levels of Government to Recognize the Lower Fraser — Additional Information:
e Presentation re: Joint Statement on Action for Floodplain Resilience in the Lower Fraser;

and
e Joint Statement: For Action On Floodplain Resilience In The Lower Mainland.

May 8, 2026
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A\ g? LOWER FRASER
FLOODPLAINS COALITION

Joint Statement
on Action for Floodplain Resilience in the Lower Fraser

Presentation to Metro Vancouver Air Quality Committee
Gillian Fuss, Manager, Emergency Planning Secretariat
Deborah Carlson, Staff Lawyer, West Coast Environmental Law
Lina Azeez, Watershed Watch Salmon Society

May 8, 2026

Lower Fraser Floodplains Coalition (LFFC)
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Regional Gatherings
2022 - 2026 <=

Flood Recovery, Resilience and Lower Fraser Floodplains
Reconciliation in the Lower Fraser Dialogue for Regional Action

We listened as the region spoke... — e —

Lower Fraser Floodplains Lower Fraser Floodplains _I.ower Fraser Fl.oodphin.s
Dialogue for Action Dialogue for Regional Action Dialogue for Regional Action

Ropating Bock Mid & Up River Gathering - Nevember 28 303 REPORTING BACK: MID & UP RIVER GATHERING - MARCH 13 2024

Dialogue for
There is a growing regional R Action

alignment on the need for
coordinated action

Multi-benefit Flood Management

Being strategic and making good choices from all

available risk reduction options adds up to m
multi-benefit flood management: FLIP Steering
Committee
e Safe Communities I
e Resilient Economies “Reach1 Reach? Reach3 Reachd  ReachS
° Healthy ECOSYStemS Team Team Team Team Team
e Avenues for Reconciliation

State of Washington & the Netherlands examples
demonstrate the effectiveness and

ent 29 uly2021

cost-effectiveness of hybrid, regional-scale Room for (RORUSCEXBMINed
approaches that combine planning, infrastructure &
ecosystem restoration.
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Crisis...

Increasing flood risk is driven by more
frequent atmospheric rivers, aging
infrastructure, and ongoing
development pressures

The Lower Fraser is not supported at a
level that reflects its importance and
national significance (food security,
trade, critical infrastructure)

Local governments and First Nations
have responsibilities, but not resources

Changes to federal Disaster Financial
Assistance may leave areas of Lower
Mainland ineligible for support

BC Flood Strategy not funded

No significant federal or provincial
investments in flood safety in our
region since the Fraser River Flood
Control Program ended in 1995

..but Opportunity

Opportunity to build on regional
alignment and readiness to act

Opportunity to deliver regional
solutions that work with nature

Opportunity to advance
reconciliation through partnership
and shared decision-making

Am/, N7
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Federal emphasis on nation
building investments, e.g.

e Build Communities Strong
Fund ($51 billion over 10
years)

e Nature Strategy ($412
million over 5 years for
Pacific salmon & habitat)

e Trade Diversification

Corridors Fund ($5 billion)
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JOINT
STATEMENT

on Action for Floodplain Resilience in
the Lower Fraser

The Joint Statement: Key Points

1. Weareready to work together as a region to build flood resilience
2. Federal and provincial governments must step up

3. Investment must match the scale and importance of this region
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THE
ASK FOR

OUR
REGION

On Table

Item D1

The Joint Statement calls for:

A dedicated, long-term flood resilience
program for the Lower Fraser
Stable, committed funding (not
project-by-project)
Regional coordination
Investment in:

o critical infrastructure

o the full flood risk reduction toolbox,

including nature-based solutions

Capacity support for First Nations and local

government leadership

JOINT STATEMENT

for Action on Floodplain Resilience in the Lower Mainland
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Joint Statement &
Backgrounder

www.fraserfloodplains.ca/advocac
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We call on the federal and provincial governments to:

e Recognize the Lower Fraser’s resilience as a matter of national and provincial significance: urgently requiring
attention, but manageable with practical measures, and essential for the long-term safety, and the cultural and
economic well-being of all communities, the province and the country;

e Recognize that collaboration, not competition for piecemeal funding, is the foundation for resilience in the
Lower Fraser, and that enabling First Nations and local governments to work together to meet responsibilities to
their communities that flow from title and rights and jurisdictions, is part of that foundation.

e Address federal and provincial responsibilities to ensure the resilience of critical infrastructure essential for
the region, for British Columbia and for Canada; and

e Develop a sustained, long-term investment program for the Lower Fraser adequate to support collaborative
work across federal, provincial and local governments, First Nations and the private sector to achieve regional
floodplain resilience that works with nature, not against it.

No single community can do this work alone.

We know that our future depends on working together to build a safer, more resilient region and we call on the
federal and provincial governments to step forward with us.

Thank you

e

Ve =

/_.
Visit our website: M
m
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JOINT STATEMENT

for Action on Floodplain Resilience in the Lower Mainland

LOWER FRASER
FLOODPLAINS COALITION
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Towards Action on Floodplain
Resilience in the Lower Mainland

Following discussion at the November 2025 Regional Forum convened by the Lower Fraser
Floodplains Coalition, a Joint Statement for Action on Floodplain Resilience in the Lower
Mainland has been prepared by the Coalition.

This document includes:

A background note about the Joint Statement for Action on Floodplain Resilience in the
Lower Mainland pp. 3-4

The Joint Statement for Action on Floodplain Resilience in the Lower Mainland.............. pp. 5-7
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Background Note:

Item D1

%LOWER FRASER
FLOODPLAINS COALITION

Joint Statement for Action on Floodplain

Resilience in the Lower Mainland

1. Purpose

The aim of the Joint Statement for Action on
Floodplain Resilience in the Lower Mainland (the
Joint Statement) is to express a unified regional
voice across local governments and First Nations,
and support advocacy to federal and provincial
governments for stable, long-term investment in
flood resilience that protects people, communities,
and ecosystems from flood risks.

The Joint Statement is an opportunity for local
government and First Nations leadership from across
the region to send a clear message to Ottawa and
Victoria:

e we are ready to work together as a region to build
flood resilience for our communities,

e we know what we need, and
e federal and provincial governments must step up

to protect this region of national significance with
a program that reflects the magnitude of the task.

2. Background

The Lower Mainland is a region of national
significance. It is Canada’s primary Pacific trade
gateway, moving hundreds of billions of dollars in
goods each year, and its transportation corridors are a
vital link in supply chains that reach across the nation.

Our region is also a major contributor to both national
food security and biodiversity with floodplains that
sustain major agricultural production and wild salmon
ecosystems that are foundational to the cultural
identity of First Nations in this region. The region is
critical to Canada’s economy, culture and resilience in
a changing climate.

Yet our region is extremely vulnerable to growing
flood risks (coastal, riverine, and extreme rain events)
due to aging flood control infrastructure, climate
change, and development pressures on floodplains.

Other floodplain regions around the world are
grappling with the same problems, and show us that
proactive, integrated flood management across a
region can be both successful and cost-effective.
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In a time of global economic uncertainty, building
flood resilience in the Lower Mainland is not a local
ask — it is a matter of economic competitiveness

that is important for the entire country. This region

is a linchpin of Canada’s economy and food security.
Investing in flood resilience can sustain growth, attract
investment, and avoid ballooning disaster costs that
have reached multiple billions of dollars in the last five
years alone.

At present, the responsibilities for managing flood
risks and maintaining flood control infrastructure fall

largely to local governments and First Nations, without

the means to address the costs. The Province has not
played an active role in floodplain management since
20083, and the federal government has not provided
sustained support for our region since the Fraser River
Flood Control Program concluded in 1995.

The catastrophic floods of November 2021 followed
by significant events in October 2024 and December
2025 and March 2026 only reinforced the need for
concerted, coordinated, and sustainably funded
action. While many local governments and First
Nations are taking forward-looking steps within their
own jurisdictions and within their limited means,

it is evident that regional-scale coordination and
investment are needed from the provincial and federal
governments to deliver flood management solutions
that are effective, equitable, and long-term.

The collective resolve expressed in this Joint
Statement is grounded in mutual aspirations for the
safety and wellbeing of all communities. This pathway
includes reconciliation, and the implementation of
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples in decisionmaking for equity,
stability and shared prosperity. The Joint Statement
is based on the outcomes of seven regional dialogues
with First Nations and local governments from July
2022 to the present.

Itis time for the federal and provincial governments
to invest in a dedicated, long-term flood resilience
program for the Lower Mainland — not piecemeal
funding, but a coordinated investment program

that leverages resources and relationships, and

the strengths and goodwill of Lower Mainland
communities. Working as a region also opens up
opportunities for incorporating nature-based
approaches, multiple ways of knowing and holistic
management as prioritized in the BC Flood Strategy.

Why a Joint Statement?

e Strength in unity: A collective statement shows
widespread alignment on the urgent need for flood
resilience planning and funding, and readiness to
do the work.

Shared responsibilities: Flooding affects all
communities across the floodplain—urban and
rural, upstream and downstream, First Nation and
non-First Nation.

Advocate for better solutions: Together, we can
push for strategic investments that prioritize
people’s safety, environmental health, and climate-
ready infrastructure that works with nature, not
against it.

e Avregion ready for long-term resilience: Together,
we can shift the provincial, federal and private
focus from short-term, reactive measures and
piecemeal project funding that pits communities
against each other towards proactive, forward-
looking, collaborative floodplain management and
resilience focused on long-term mutual benefits.

How can the Joint Statement leverage change?

The Joint Statement can be a foundation for advocacy,
and help bring attention and resources to the Lower
Mainland region. Across the country, regions and
communities are speaking up about the economic

and social opportunities that can flow to them from
sustained, strategic investments. The multiple benefits,
locally, regionally and nationally of resilience for our
region should be part of that conversation.

A collective, coordinated approach increases pressure
on federal and provincial governments to address their
responsibilities for managing flood risk in the Lower
Mainland pro-actively, with strategic investment and
support, rather than waiting for disasters.

In a time of global economic uncertainty,
building flood resilience in the Lower
Mainland is not a local ask — it is a matter

of economic competitiveness that is
important for the entire country.

On Table

Lower Mainland

Preamble

We are Coast Salish First Nations and local
governments from Yale to Semiahmoo to Squamish.
Our communities are connected by the same waters.
We share responsibilities to protect our ways of

life and healthy ecosystems in our floodplains while
managing the risks of flooding.

We stand together for a resilient Lower Fraser
working together with one heart and one mind
(Lets'emo:t; nac @ mat ct; Nuts'a'maat; Nch'u7mut).
This is where people, salmon, and economies thrive
together, for the long term, and decisions are made in
partnership, not in isolation.

A single major flood in the Lower Fraser could wipe
out over $350 billion in economic value, disrupt
food supply chains, and cripple key national and
international trade routes — putting the safety and
prosperity of the entire province and our country at

risk. Flood risks are escalating as the climate changes:

with major events in 2021, 2024, 2025 and 2026.

Local governments have been left with large

and unfunded responsibilities for the operation,
maintenance, upgrading and protection of critical
infrastructure essential for the region, the province
and the country.

Image: 2021 Flood
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Joint Statement for Action on
Floodplain Resilience in the

First Nations across the region are forced to manage
disproportionate and unacceptable flood risks to
their communities as a result of historic and systemic
inequities, and are often excluded from decision-
making about flood management that affects their
Constitutionally protected rights and title, and
inherent authority in their territories.

The Province has developed the B.C. Flood Strategy,
but is not taking steps to implement it.

The Federal Government has signalled its desire to
proactively build resilience in Canadian communities
through changes to Disaster Financial Assistance
Arrangements (DFAA) that encourage mitigation.
However these changes are profoundly inadequate to
address decades of underfunding flood resilience in
our region.

We can't afford to endure repeated disasters and
hope to incrementally rebuild our communities.

Without action, flood events will continue to deepen
historical inequities, expose our communities to
danger, and damage infrastructure and ecosystems
of salmon and non-human relatives that sustain our
shared economy and wellbeing.

Our communities do not have the resources to

meet these challenges alone. Yet we are ready to
work together, and with the federal and provincial
governments, to develop shared solutions, backed by
investments in long-term resilience.
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Supported by:

We call on the federal and provincial governments to:

e Recognize the Lower Fraser’s resilience as a
matter of national and provincial significance: e Develop asustained, long-term investment
urgently requiring attention, but manageable program for the Lower Fraser adequate to support
with practical measures, and essential for the collaborative work across federal, provincial and
long-term safety, and the cultural and economic local governments, First Nations and the private

well-being of all communities, the province and sector to achieve regional floodplain resilience that Community: Community:
the country; works with nature, not against it.
e Recognize that collaboration, not competition No single community can do this work alone.
for piecemeal funding, is the foundation for
resilience in the Lower Fraser, and that enabling We know that our future depends on working together
First Nations and local governments to work to build a safer, more resilient region and we call on the
together to meet responsibilities to their federal and provincial governments to step forward
communities that flow from title and rights and with us. Community: Community:
jurisdictions, is part of that foundation.
e Address federal and provincial responsibilities
to ensure the resilience of critical infrastructure
essential for the region, for British Columbia
and for Canada; and
Community: Community:
Community: Community:
Community: Community:
Community: Community:
Community: Community:
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www.fraserfloodplains.ca Joint Statement
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