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F.           INFORMATION ITEMS   
  

1. Regional Parks Upcoming Events pg. 87 
  

G.          OTHER BUSINESS   
  
H.          RESOLUTION TO CLOSE MEETING  

Note: The Committee must state by resolution the basis under section 90 of the Community 
Charter on which the meeting is being closed. If a member wishes to add an item, the basis 
must be included below. 

 

  
THAT the Regional Parks Committee close its meeting scheduled for May 6, 2026 pursuant to 
section 226 (1) (a) of the Local Government Act and the Community Charter provisions as 
follows: 

 

90 (1)  A part of a council meeting may be closed to the public if the subject matter being 
considered relates to or is one or more of the following: 
(e)  the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or improvements, if the council 

considers that disclosure could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of 
the municipality. 

 

  
I. ADJOURNMENT  

THAT the Regional Parks Committee adjourn its meeting of May 6, 2026.  
  

 

Membership:  
 

Chair, John McEwen, Anmore 
Vice Chair, Rebecca Bligh, Vancouver 
Belcarra, Jamie Ross 
Bowen Island, Andrew Leonard 
Burnaby, Pietro Calendino 
Coquitlam, Craig Hodge 
 

Delta, Dylan Kruger 
Langley Township, Steve Ferguson 
Maple Ridge, Jenny Tan 
North Vancouver District, Lisa Muri 
Pitt Meadows, Tracy Elke 

 Port Coquitlam, Darrell Penner 
 

Port Moody, Meghan Lahti 
Richmond, Michael Wolfe 
Surrey, Rob Stutt 
West Vancouver, Sharon Thompson 
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Natural Resource Management
We work throughout the year to protect and conserve ecosystem health. 

Goals of the Natural 
Resource Management 
Framework:
1.	 Ensure ecosystem health and long-term 

resiliency to conserve diverse biological 
communities and their associated habitats

2.	 Provide opportunities for public to connect with 
natural areas while conserving the integrity and 
resilience of ecosystems

3.	 Provide opportunities for public involvement 
in natural resource management through 
partnerships and stewardship activities

2025 Accomplishments
•	 Created/maintained 31.5 hectares of ecological 

restoration areas

•	 Conducted invasive plant treatments across 
nearly all regional parks

•	 Advanced 27 restoration projects in 20 regional 
parks and one regional greenway including:

•	 Removing pine seedlings from the 2016 wildfire 
zone in Burns Bog Ecological Conservancy Area 

•	 Dune ecosystem planting and removing 
invasive species at Iona Beach Regional Park 

•	 Completing multi-year restoration of Imperial 
Trail in Pacific Spirit Regional Park

•	 Renovating and planting the Round Field at 
Campbell Valley Regional Park: harrowing the 
entire field, reseeding 2.7 hectares with forage 
grasses, planting 0.3 hectares of selected areas 
with native trees and shrubs, and reseeding 
0.3 hectares portion of the field with a native 
wildflower/grass mix

•	 Six projects supported by the Metro Vancouver 
Regional Parks Foundation

Kanaka Creek Regional Park
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spotlight

Managing Yellow Flag Iris at Widgeon Marsh Regional Park

In spring 2025, we launched a multi-year invasive species management initiative to control 
yellow flag iris at Widgeon Marsh Regional Park. Drone surveys identified over 22,000 plants 

capable of producing nearly two million seeds, making flowerhead removal a top priority to 
prevent further spread. Left unmanaged, this invasive species can degrade sensitive wetlands, block 
waterways, and outcompete culturally significant food plants.

Contractors, volunteers, and staff worked together using hand-held tools from canoes and by wading 
through nearly 90 hectares of marsh. The valuable insights gained will guide the next phase of this 
important project.

Watch this video about controlling the spread of yellow flag iris at Widgeon Marsh Regional Park 
(vimeo.com/1094527418)

Widgeon Marsh Regional Park
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Parks Operations and Maintenance
Maintaining regional parks and their assets to the high standard expected by visitors requires significant 
planning and coordination. Even in the most challenging environmental conditions, we work diligently to 
ensure parks remain safe, welcoming, and accessible 365 days a year. 

spotlight Regional Parks Bylaw 
Update

In 2025, staff completed a comprehensive 
review of the Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw, 
which establishes the rules and regulations for 
managing and enforcing activities on property 
in regional parks. This review provided an 
opportunity to clarify ambiguous sections, update 
language, address current trends, and respond 
to new provincial legislation. The updated Metro 
Vancouver Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 
1420 was adopted in April 2025. Key changes 
include a streamlined format, new provisions 
addressing electric micro-mobility devices such as 
e-bikes and e-scooters, and updated regulations 
related to temporary sheltering in regional parks. 

2025 Accomplishments 
•	 Diverted over 90 tonnes of dog waste from the 

landfill 

•	 Installed three automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) along the BCMC Route at Grouse Mountain 
Regional Park, complementing the three AEDs 
installed on the Grouse Grind Trail in 2024

•	 Completed year two of a pilot program that 
allowed visitors to consume alcohol responsibly at 
designated areas in six regional parks

•	 Administered a five-day park officer training 
program to prepare and certify new seasonal Park 
Patrollers for future Park Officer roles, with 16 
patrollers successfully completing the program. 

•	 Participated in multi-agency wildfire training 
exercises held across the region, including the 
Coquitlam Watershed, Delta, Surrey, Langley, 
Bowen Island, and the North Shore

Tynehead Regional Park
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Regulation and Compliance Actions
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Supporting Safe and Enjoyable Park 
Experiences
Metro Vancouver protects and manages natural areas while providing safe and enjoyable 
outdoor experiences that connect people to nature. The Regulation and Compliance program 
supports this mandate by ensuring that park rules are understood and followed in a fair 
and consistent manner. Guided by the compliance continuum, the program emphasizes an 
education-first approach that encompasses a spectrum of tools and strategies to encourage 
voluntary compliance. We focus on educating visitors about expected behaviours that protect 
sensitive ecosystems, enhance public safety, and contribute to an enjoyable experience for all.

Through effective park design, proactive education, and enforcement as a last resort, we 
promote visitor safety by:

•	 Providing a uniformed presence in regional parks 

•	 Educating park visitors on safe and expected use of regional parks 

•	 Investigating and responding to public safety concerns and bylaw complaints

•	 Coordinating patrols and response from emergency teams 

•	 Issuing Warnings, Park Orders, and Notice of Bylaw Violations when required
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Connecting People 
with Nature
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Visits

14.7 million estimated 
park visits in 2025 
(3.2% average annual increase from  

2004 to 2025)

Two regional parks received 
a record number of visits

Location 2025  
Visits

Change  
from 
2024

Visitors in millions

0	 .5	 1	 1.5	 2	 2.5	 3	 3.5	 4

ƛ̓éxətəm Regional Park 386,900 -2%  

Pacific Spirit Regional Park 3,888,800 -1%  

Boundary Bay Regional Park 1,148,200 12%  

Capilano River Regional Park 1,097,000 -3%  

tәmtәmíxʷtәn/Belcarra Regional Park 927,500 -6%  

Campbell Valley Regional Park 887,600 -3%  

Derby Reach Regional Park 881,700 4%  

Tynehead Regional Park 604,600 9%  

Lynn Headwaters Regional Park 578,400 53% ✪

Grouse Mountain Regional Park 545,300 10%  

Kanaka Creek Regional Park 528,000 -26%

Aldergrove Regional Park 464,600 -0.2%

Crippen Regional Park 429,400 15% ✪

Burnaby Lake Regional Park 422,900 0%  

Deas Island Regional Park 362,800 2%  

Brunette-Fraser Regional Greenway 292,300 5%

Iona Beach Regional Park 287,900 11%  

Pitt River Regional Greenway 229,700 8%

Brae Island Regional Park 227,900 -14%

Minnekhada Regional Park 188,900 9%  

Surrey Bend Regional Park 130,800 12%  

Delta South Surrey Regional Greenway 63,200 -2%  

Seymour River Regional Greenway 53,600 -10%

Glen Valley Regional Park 49,700 -5%  

Barnston Island Regional Park 11,500 10%  

TOTAL USE 14,689,200 1%  

✪ Record annual visitation

Note: Visitation estimates are rounded to the nearest hundred in this figure. Data counters installed at park entrances 
(roads and trails) are used to produce annual and monthly visitation estimates for each park.
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